City of Canal Winchester
Snow, snow, go away! I’m sure by now we have all had enough snow to last at least a couple of years—I
know I have! Although we didn’t have record accumulations this winter, it was always untimely for our
street crew. Starting on Thanksgiving weekend, they were called in every holiday and most weekends
through Presidents Day to plow or otherwise treat our roadways. Working 12-hour shifts and around the
clock most weeks — sometimes with the help of our Water and Wastewater Departments – the winter of
2020-2021 has been exhausting, and I know they are welcoming any break they can get! Despite all of the
demanding hours they worked, crews did a fantastic job of clearing our streets, sometimes hauling away
snow when there was no place left to put it. We heard from many of you praising the crews for a job well
done, and we really appreciate your support!
Bring on Spring! We know the last year was challenging for many, and although we aren’t sure how COVID-19 will play out in
2021, we remain hopeful and continue to plan for our usual, City-sponsored events. We hope by bringing back some of our favorite
community events, we will all have something exciting to look forward to! The following list of City sponsored or co-sponsored
events is tentative and subject to change or cancellation: Community Easter Egg Hunt; Prescription Drug Takeback Days; Kris Sims
Memorial Relay for Life Dinner; Music in the Park series; Movies in the Park series; Trick-or-Treat; Veterans Day Celebration;
Christmas in the Village; and Breakfast with Santa. Check the City website regularly for schedules and updates.
In an effort to provide you with some of the best roadways in Central Ohio, the following streets are planned for repairs in 2021:
 West Waterloo St: Paving will occur from Chesterville to Pfeifer Dr.
 Ashbrook Village: Paving will occur on Blue Ash Ct., White Ash Ct., Iris Ct., Brooks Bend Ct., and Edgewater Ct.
 Villages of Westchester: Paving will be done on Fox Hill Dr., and sidewalk ramps will be improved as needed.
In addition to these repairs, various streets throughout Canal Winchester will have cracks filled. Streets paved last year in Ashbrook
and Westchester will be treated with a pavement rejuvenator to help extend pavement life. Additionally, improvements will be
made this summer to the Canal St. and Winchester Blvd. intersections on Gender Rd. as part of the OPWC funded Gender Rd. Phase
5 Project. Other minor repairs of some streets could be performed if time and conditions permit. Keep in mind, street parking will
be limited while work is being performed on each of these streets.
The new City Municipal Building at 45 E. Waterloo St., known to many of you as the McDorman Building, will begin to take on a
slightly new look this year. After many weeks of failed negotiations with the first selected contractor, we have engaged one of the
other original bidding contractors and are now making some headway. If everything goes as planned, we should be in the building
by the end of this year, which is only about a month or so behind our initial timeline.
McGill Park Construction, Phase I, will begin this spring, starting with water and sewer connections for new and future amenities.
A 67’x32’ three-season shelter house with restrooms and a kitchenette, and a 24’x36’ shelter house will both be constructed this
year. Also developing this year will be four, full-sized soccer fields, a children’s nature playground, parking lots, and the main
entryway. Additionally, a 10-foot wide asphalt trail from the existing McGill farmhouse to the historic covered bridge at Ashbrook
Road will be constructed, with two steel bridges to cross Walnut Creek and a ravine on the park property. This is a very exciting time
in Canal Winchester as we begin a development of recreational areas for your family to gather for picnics, and trails to walk off the
calories! I want to congratulate my staff who worked endlessly to obtain two grants to help pay for the project— a $500,000 grant
for the construction of Phase I, and a $450,000 grant for the trail connector project. All in, “The Greatest Little City in Ohio”!

DID YOU KNOW…
Mayor Mike

The City’s annual Tree Giveaway has
moved to October this year! Stay tuned
for more information on how you can
claim your free tree!

Important Dates
March 15 City Council

April 24 National Prescription Drug Takeback Day

April 2

City Offices Closed

May 3

April 3

Community Egg Hunt*

May 12 Kris Sims Memorial Relay for Life Dinner*

April 5

City Council and Public Hearing May 15 Destination: CW Art Stroll*

April 17

Nature Walkabout*

May 17 City Council

April 19

City Council

May 21 Music in the Park, Touch-a-Truck*

City Council

*Tentative and subject to change. Visit our website for more details and event listings.
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Sheriff’s Spotlight:
Deputy Jordan Webb, 1st Shift Patrol
Deputy Webb joined the Fairfield County Sheriff’s Office in May of 2007. He has been serving
the residents of Canal Winchester for many years, and is often seen on social media with the
public for talking with kids and at special events, including leading the annual Christmas parade.
Deputy Webb has received several commendations and serves as one of the few CIT (Crisis
Intervention Team) Deputies in Canal Winchester. In 2020, Deputy Webb handled 516 calls for
service with 1,289 self-initiated calls. He took 148 reports and conducted over 200 traffic stops,
with many stops yielding drugs and drug paraphernalia. Deputy Webb also had 51 arrests and
submitted 117 charges last year. He even helped catch a wanted fugitive behind Home Depot
who was shoplifting. Deputy Webb is a big asset to Canal Winchester and is always willing to go
above and beyond for the residents.

Let’s Talk Taxes
It’s tax season, which means our Finance Department is fielding an increasing number of calls with questions from
residents. We love the chance to connect with residents, but it’s always disappointing—for both us and the caller–
when we have to direct them to another resource to best answer their question.
Here are some tips on who to contact regarding a couple of key taxes.

Municipal Income Tax

School District Tax

The Regional Income Tax Agency (RITA) collets the
municipal income tax for the City of Canal Winchester.
There is a mandatory filing requirement for residents,
which means that even if you do not owe taxes, you are
required to file a return through RITA. RITA offers several
options for filing municipal income tax returns, including
an electronic filing system, printable online forms that may
be mailed, or in-person secured drop boxes.
Contact RITA directly for more information:
www.RITAOhio.com or 1-800-860-7482

School district income taxes are administered by the State
of Ohio Department of Taxation. For more information
regarding school district income taxes, please contact the
individual district, call 1-800-282-1780, or visit
www.tax.ohio.gov.

NEW: City Council
Meeting Highlights
In an effort to provide clear, factual information in a timely
manner, the City is piloting a new form of communication.
We will be sharing highlights from City Council Meetings the
morning after a council session on the City website and social
media. These highlights will include summaries from work
session, full council, and any public hearings/meetings that
take place. They will not replace formal minutes.

Sign up to receive these updates and other alerts
directly to your phone or email!
Visit our website—www.CanalWinchesterOhio.gov

Around Town
Spring Hydrant Flushing
Canal Winchester's Division of Water opens
and flushes fire hydrants around the
community twice each year. Spring hydrant
flushing will begin in early April and will last
2-3 weeks. To learn more, contact Canal
Winchester's Division of Water at 614-837-5623.

Mowing Season
Roadside and park mowing typically runs
April - October.

Planning a Spring Project?
Don’t Forget Your Permit!
Several household projects, including installing fences, pools, or patios, require a permit before construction
may begin. The City’s Development Department wants to remind residents to check the City website prior to
starting new projects to see if a permit is required.
Do you live in a home that is 50 years or older?
Your property may be located in the Old Town District! Residents wishing to update the exterior of their
properties in Old Town need approval from the Landmarks Commission prior to the start of any work.
Contact the City’s Development Department to find out more.
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